
After enjoying ever-changing city sights and restful river views 
for over ten years, the owners of this Brisbane apartment fi nally 
conceded that the somewhat tired and cluttered interior of their 
home didn’t quite measure up to the fantastic outlook. Finding an 
equally spacious unit in such a prime position proved impossible, 
so they decided on “a renovation to the extreme”, choosing interior 
designer John Croft of John Croft Design, who was referred to them 
by a friend, to handle the comprehensive two-year project. Senior 
interior designer Kylie Mann assisted John on this assignment.

A simple aesthetic makeover was never going to suffi ce so in no time 
at all walls were being knocked out, terracotta tiles and timber decking 
were making way for sleek stone tiles, and a new, open-plan design 
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was taking shape. Gone was the ‘rabbit warren’ feel of the original apartment and in its 
place a spacious, stylish home – perfect for two yet big enough to accommodate frequent 
entertaining and visits from their grown-up son and daughter, who are based in London. 

John describes the overall brief as relatively straightforward – create a neutral canvas, 
using one shade of cream, and follow it through in the fl oors, walls, cabinetry and main 
structural elements. Then, enrich and invigorate this base with colour, texture and a varied 
collection of artworks. He recalls the process of fi nding the “perfect shade of cream” 
as even more challenging than working with his vivid signature palette. “I’ve had less 
trouble with lime green!” he laughs. But the result is just perfect for the owners, who 

John admits that the owners’ 
trust was at an all-time high 

during the extravagant creation 
of the kaleidoscopic crystal 

chandelier which now presides 
over the formal dining area.
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describe it as “better than they could’ve even imagined”. The clean, 
cool backdrop allows colours to really pop, and an expertly handled 
palette including avocado, ruby, mandarin and sky-blue, together 
with elegant modern furnishings, has resulted in a fresh, lively and 
inexplicably ‘happy’ look. 

Three terraced spaces now accommodate the main living areas: the 
elevated formal living room which opens onto a balcony on one side 
and a plunge pool overlooking the river on the other; the formal 
dining area, sleek practical kitchen and glossy, fully equipped bar; and 

the sunken lounge, which opens onto a second balcony. This informal 
lounge is especially spacious, thanks to the addition of an extra-
high coffered ceiling in the early stages of the project. Natural light 
spills in through the fl oor-to-ceiling glass, illuminating the luscious 
magenta sofa, custom-made rugs, and two stately, serene marble 
women by Brisbane sculptor Zygmunt Libucha. This area doubles as 
a home theatre when retractable block-out blinds are lowered from 
the streamlined bulkheads and a projector and screen descends from 
the ceiling. 
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The bedrooms are granted privacy in a wing running off the home’s 
foyer. The owners requested an opulent feel in the ensuited master 
bedroom and this has been achieved in spades. Ornate curtaining, 
plush fabrics in regal gold and red, and a magnifi cent wall of etched 
glass panels have created a retreat of palatial proportions. 

The home’s only feature wall is a sensational bolt of hot-mango in one of 
the guest rooms. It’s an inspired choice and beautifully complements the 
rich purples in the bedcover, and sculpture by artist Els Houwen. The third 
bedroom carries a slightly more masculine tone but is still kept warm 
and approachable with a blend of fabrics in botanicals and stripes, and 
contemporary decorator pieces .

To create a home which both refl ected the owners’ tastes and surprised 
them (in a good way) with its fi nished design, a trusting relationship 
was the key. “It’s crucial that the client has confi dence in their interior 
designer” John says. And despite being very ‘hands-on’, approving 
each fabric swatch and major design decision, the owners admit “you 
don’t really know what something is going to look like when you buy 
things off a small sample, or in a catalogue or photograph. So when 
the whole thing started to come together, we really understood the 
design John had created, and how good he is ... we’ve been thrilled 
with his choices.” 
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The home’s only feature 
wall is a sensational 
bolt of hot-mango ... 

it’s an inspired choice. 

John admits that “trust” was at an all-time high during the extravagant 

creation of a kaleidoscopic crystal chandelier which now presides over 

the formal dining table. This glamorous piece was crafted from Austrian 

crystals and shipped to Australia in carefully wrapped individual pieces. 

Although it was literally impossible to translate a two-dimensional 

drawing into the exquisite spectacle which emerged, the owners 

retained absolute confi dence in John’s impressive vision.

Art and light are defi ning features of the home, with the use of 
glass as a stand-out. Not only does it afford spectacular views of 
the water, glass has been a favourite decorating choice. The owners’ 

personal passion for the sheer beauty of this delicate, mesmerising 
material is refl ected most strikingly in the large pieces which adorn 
the home, in particular the colourful, swirling creations of a young 
fi fth-generation Venetian glass artist, Massimiliano Schiavon, whose 
work they fell in love with on a recent trip to Murano Island. Glass 
tables have also been included in both lounge areas, allowing the 
colours of the rugs to shine through, and an informal glass table off 
the kitchen is topped with a fabulously modern multi-coloured glass 
‘chandelier’ from Italy.

Much care has been taken with the home’s lighting, with the 
owners concluding that “if the lighting looks good, everything 

else looks good”. A high-tech Dynalite system allows the creation 
of several lighting ‘scenes’ in each room, and magical effects have 
been created in the plunge pool where a network of tiny fibre 
optic cables were painstakingly sewn beneath the intricate mosiac 
tiles. They slowly change colour, giving the water an ethereal 
glow. This attention to detail is extended to the cutting edge 
technology which has been hot-wired into the home’s DNA. In 
fact, ‘technologically advanced’ is an understatement here, with 
an AMX system controlling everything from the lights, to music 
in each room, to the movies running on any of the televisions. 
“The owners can be in another country and still open the door 
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of their home for guests” John marvels. Videopro put the detailed 
home automation package together, to the complete satisfaction of 
the owners. “We wanted a system that could grow, accommodate 
new technologies, and allow us to play our music or movie collection 
anywhere in the apartment, individually or at the same time ... 
Videopro did the job superbly.”

The owners save their highest praise for John, Kylie and the rest of 
the “professional and delightful“ team. They both agree that working 
closely with John, on what was sometimes an arduous and time-

consuming process, was always a pleasure. They describe him as 

“refreshing and passionate ... and very interesting to have around. He 

is a very artistic interior designer, with a great style.” 

Sitting on the balcony is one of the best ways to appreciate both the 

views and John’s stunning design. “You have river views on one side 

and city views on the other” the owners explain. “And looking into the 

home is another view; of the beautiful colours and amazing lighting 

that John has chosen for us.” 

142

QHG_132to142_John Croft edit.ind12   12QHG_132to142_John Croft edit.ind12   12 11/12/07   10:42:27 AM11/12/07   10:42:27 AM



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 15%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (Europe ISO Coated FOGRA27)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments false
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage false
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 120
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 120
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ENU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /NLD <>
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads true
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements true
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [120 120]
  /PageSize [7086.614 9552.756]
>> setpagedevice


