UNDERSTATED DRAMA
WITH ROOM TO SPARE, THIS HOME
NEEDED CHARACTER AND LIFE
EIGHT MONTHS AFTER WORKING WITH CLIENTS TO
freshen their home before it went up for sale, interior designer Craig
Rogerson from John Croft Design got a call to work on their next
venture, their new home.
“The owner has a great eye but I think with such a large space, it
was just a bit overwhelming for her,” explains Craig. The family home
features open spaces, five bedrooms and massive living rooms. “We
concentrated on some general living areas first so the family could ‘get
on with life’. Then we focused on the formal living and dining areas,
which needed just the right balance between drama and function. The
family likes to entertain so I wanted to create something friendly with
an element of WOW!”
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THIS PAGE: THE LIVING AREAS
CAPTURE THE ESSENCE OF
THE CLIENT’S DESIRE FOR
STRIKING COLOUR THAT
ISN’T TOO LOUD OR GARISH,
WHICH IS HIGHLIGHTED
WHEN INTERSPERSED WITH
NEUTRAL WALLS.
OPPOSITE PAGE: THE
SILVER DETAILING ON THE
DINING ROOM WALLPAPER
IS ACCENTED BY THE RED
DINING CHAIRS AND DARK
WOODEN FURNITURE.

Originally the home was gaudy and needed not only colour, but
detail. “Lots of features had to be removed, such as built-in buffets
that had salmon-coloured fronts and granite shelves. The house had
good bones but needed more furniture to fill out the space and make
it a home,” Craig said.
When Craig sat down to speak with the owners about what they
wanted, they were very open and had full trust in him and John Croft
Design. “When I gave them the first presentation, they were very happy
to go along with what I had chosen as they trusted me.”
Focusing on these two living areas, a colour palette of black, charcoal,
neutral and red was chosen. This quite dramatic combination has been
softened with neutral sofas and crisp white walls.
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THE LIVING ROOM IS
ANCHORED BY A RUG THAT
CRAIG HAD CUSTOM-MADE
AND WHICH HE DESCRIBES
AS A FUSION OF A FEW
DESIGNS HE LIKED. “IT’S A
TRADITIONAL DESIGN WITH
VERY CONTEMPORARY
COLOURS AND I LOVE THIS
CONTRAST.”
ABOVE: THE DESIGNER CREATED A RUG TO ENHANCE THE COLOUR
SCHEME WITHOUT DIVERTING ATTENTION FROM THE FLOORBOARDS.
OPPOSITE PAGE: CRAIG INCORPORATED MANY PERSONAL EFFECTS
INTO THE DESIGN TO GIVE THE HOME WARMTH AND DISTINCTION.

The living room is anchored by a rug that Craig had custom-made
and which he describes as a fusion of a few designs he liked. “It’s a
traditional design with very contemporary colours and I love this
contrast.” Antique pieces and simple, cosy lounges supplied by John
Croft Design were chosen and complete this room.
A 12-seat dining table was designed and custom-built for the dining
room and takes precedence. Craig balanced the large piece with two
buffets, to give symmetry and volume. A feature wall has been covered
in modern floral wallpaper, which adds details to the room. Other
accents were given through ornaments and some personal knickknacks.
“I try and work in as much existing furniture as possible as that
is what makes a home. There were a few pieces that belonged to this
family that we kept and in the study we placed a large piece of art that
was actually painted by the client’s brother. It’s these things that give
that special touch,” Craig adds.
Craig is slowly working through this large home and it is definitely
a work in progress. He tells us that the girls’ bedrooms will be white
and pink and very feminine, with other rooms having some purples,
neutrals and blues injected. By the looks of even just these rooms, we
can tell it’s definitely going to be gorgeous.
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